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Never Let a Good Crisis Go to Waste
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Never let a good crisis go to waste, so it was said. The ongoing coronavirus pandemic has posed serious
challenges to various aspects of human society worldwide, education included. While schools in many
affected places are closed, education not only continues, but also thrives on novel ways. This issue of MBWY
discusses how Yew Chung and Yew Wah schools in Hong Kong and the mainland use online creative means
and abundant resources to provide education and support students in their emotional well-being. In another
education-related topic, this issue reports on a trip to Israel by Yew Chung and Yew Wah management
members to study its innovative educational ideas and pedagogies in preparation for the establishment of a

college at Tongxiang, Zhejiang.

Last year’s local disturbances saw rising advocacy of so-called “Hong Kong nationality”. This issue carries
an essay about Xin’an County Annals which serves as a reminder of the fact that Hong Kong has been part of
China. Another article examines the effectiveness of the 10-year-old Mainland Exchange Program sponsored

by the HKSAR Government which helps local students to identify more with the motherland.

When the global pandemic and local disturbances are over, hopefully with the experience and lessons learnt

we may be able to embrace a healthier world and more ideal Hong Kong.
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Teacher opens the online classroom a little earlier to give students a chance to chat with their classmates
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Education Revolution Continues in the Coronavirus Crisis
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Teacher uses technology to help students learn at home
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E-learning enhances students’ responsibility and independence
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Amid the coronavirus pandemic, schools are
suspended and students need to study at home.
Thus e-learning has become more popular, but
it poses challenges to schools, teachers, students
and parents alike. How to adapt to this trend and
utilize it becomes a major task for the education
sector. As education pioneers, Yew Chung and
Yew Wah not only guide students through the new
learning model, but also realize the objective of

holistic education.

Leonie Valentine, Managing Director, Sales &
Operations of Google Hong Kong, said in an
interview by Centre for Education Policy of Hong
Kong Policy Research Institute that the most
important issue educators have to cope with
in technology changes in education is not about
technology itself, but content and engagement. She
believes producing content that is fit for purpose
in terms of how you plan to use the technology
in the classroom, or for remote learning, is really
important. And the engagement in terms of getting
students involved in their own education journeys

is also important.

In the ever-changing situation nowadays, Yew
Chung and Yew Wah are consistent in the student-
centered approach and are adjusting the online
programs to meet students’” needs with the help
from parents who provide valuable information

about students’ interest.

Connecting lessons to the real world is a focus of

e-learning. Different subjects have the coronavirus
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Art work from a student

as a learning topic. At YWIES Beijing, Grade 2
students in a Chinese lesson rewrote the lyrics of a
folk song to create one reminding people to wash
hands and wear face masks; a Grade 6 student
drew comics to describe the days staying at home
during the Lunar New Year; Grade 4 students
in a Maths lesson used charts to present the data
of COVID-19. For graduating students, teachers
use different e-learning tools to facilitate their

preparation for IGCSE and IB exams.

Physical and mental health is also an essential
part of Yew Chung and Yew Wah education. Dr
Betty Chan, CEO & School Supervisor, insisted on
launching e-learning because she believes students
must be supported in their emotional well-being,
and social interactions and that they should be

provided with learning resources.

Rachel George, Head of Student Support at YCIS
Beijing, has provided various social emotional
lessons for teachers to incorporate into their
sessions. She also attends live sessions with some
students to observe their behaviors and provide
additional support via their online chat system.
Many teachers open the online classroom a little
earlier to give students a chance to chat with their
classmates as they have not seen each other for a
long time and bonding is very important to them.
In the middle of the class, teachers get the students
to stand up and do some easy exercises. PE
teachers give advice on exercises at home to help

students keep healthy.

During the school suspension period, Yew Chung
and Yew Wah smoothly practice e-learning with
the objective of holistic education not only to make
distance no barriers of learning but also enhance
students’ responsibility and independence. With
the collaboration between schools, parents, and
students, technology changes in education are
fueled with creativity
and energy, and
students can still
make progress in the

coronavirus crisis.
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Professor Allan Yuen
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Prof. Yuen strives to promote a research culture in the College
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With his innovative leadership style known to
many, Professor Allan Yuen, the new President of
Yew Chung College of Early Childhood Education
(YCCECE), the first specialist institution in Asia to
offer formal teacher training in Early Childhood
Education, is determined to develop the College

despite various challenges.



YCCECE was established less than two years
ago (previously Yew Chung Community College
founded in 2008 which was upgraded to the status
of ECE degree-awarding institution in 2018) based
on the foundation of Yew Chung schools with a
history of 87 years. It is no easy task to lead a new
college to promote local ECE development, but
Prof. Yuen focuses on opportunities rather than
difficulties. The teachers and other staff come
from different countries with various cultural and
academic backgrounds. “We are very international.
My colleagues have their own working style. When
they work together, sometimes one may say ‘I did
not work like this when I was in country X’. We
only have one year’s history. We can’t say ‘that’s
the way we work here’,” said Prof. Yuen, realizing
the College needs time to establish its own culture
and tradition. At the same time, he sees the
diversity as an opportunity: “As all of us have
different backgrounds, we can draw on collective

wisdom and absorb all useful ideas.”

Finding working capital is another challenge.
Prof. Yuen said everyone thinks Yew Chung is
very rich but actually Yew Chung is a non-profit
organization. When he raised money for YCCECE,
he found another opportunity: “Many people
are willing to contribute to education.” It is not
only about donors giving money, but also about

suggesting plans to conduct community projects

with YCCECE. Prof. Yuen called this kind of
contribution “organic donations”, through which
the belief and impacts of YCCECE can “grow”
like seeds, and many more people will value early
childhood education.

Prof. Yuen wants to build four pillars - teaching,
research, community service and knowledge
exchange — for YCCECE on top of the sound
foundation of Yew Chung schools. Among the four
pillars, he puts emphasis on research and strives to
promote a research culture in the College because
he believes research is crucial for the sustainability
of the College. The University Grants Committee
has granted YCCECE a fund to establish a research
office. Prof. Yuen is drawing up research plans
with his colleagues, hoping to apply for other
research funds. He also said students can be
benefited from participating in the researches as
their names would appear in some journals along
with the reports of the researches and they would

gain a sense of accomplishment.

Talking about the expectation for YCCECE, Prof.
Yuen hopes the College can provide an inclusive
learning environment, which he regards as the
essence of education. He is preparing to develop
and start more new programs in the future
including taught postgraduate programs to help

the College achieve a greater success.

BhNHBRECMNEREMRBEIREETEIZISFEETRK
Yew Chung College of Early Childhood Education is the first specialist institution in Asia to offer formal teacher training in Early Childhood Education
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An intimate group of staff members join the foundations’ very first “Lakeside Chat”

ZEB AT RN T MBS L TR
e o v R A R R BOE B R R E R R
BB E AT BB R B L AR
11 H16 F17H» FREETHEMSE —X
TIWEAKES L > TR RRERRN
BT B THEREEASRE A @K BE
B o fF R A 5 T I SR B SE W
i

EARDPZTHZETE LR ORE - K
WK Ry NFOR R BB BB AL 5 B+ H5E
7 A SR A (R SRR R SO R Al A
Fo e E R pEay e B SRS 5 > B AT
A A HAE RS -

7 v O R T M I AT IBORR AT B

i&t?ﬁ@%%&ﬁm
+ it G b R AE RS

BN W 8RS B R O e
BB HI A B e > DL
B B R BLGL © 38 2 FR Eh A B o 11 [F] 35 5 rh
B A ERNEH: WERENESR - ZK
2% Ji e S A BRAY EH R - FF 1 K R b T
R R EAAERE 1L ARS8 B R R
EOHE SRS > GREHEEREER
BT - b5 Th R A A s R AR
N BROK & 5 B AT 1 B vp 2 N IR N B ok 7
70 AR AEE o AE AL P R R R
i ik W A Bl oK 22 Bl T -
ZHBLGEEHE TN T HEM S -
HARBER - LE T —BRHRL - A A
MR ZEE - REIHEH 5 - kT — XN
CERRES . -



Inspired by the historic “Fireside Chat” made
famous by American President Theodore
Roosevelt, Prof. Paul Yip, Chairman of the
Hong Kong Yew Wah International Education
Foundation and Dr Betty Chan, CEO of the Yew
Chung Education Foundation, hosted an intimate
group of 10 staff members and invited observers
of various roles from Yew Wah and Yew Chung
schools for the foundations” very first”Lakeside
Chat”. The two-day discussion was held by the
lakeside in Dongguan, Guangdong on November
16 and 17, 2019.

Prof. Yip shared antidotes from his long career
in business and politics and talked about his
passion for investment in education for the future
of humanity. The group heard from Dr Chan her
wish for all colleagues to strive for excellence and
that she was providing a platform not only for the
foundation to achieve its vision and mission, but
also a platform for staff members to achieve their

own personal goals.

Deputy CEO Dr Xu Xuejun of the Yew Wah
International Education Foundation and
General Manager Mr Kevin Huaiof Yew Wah
Education Management Co. Ltd. discussed the
advancements made by China in the areas of
the economics, science and technology and the
current state of the nation. The talks provided
the group a better understanding of China, its
rich history,tremendous progresses and the
contributions to the world. Dr Xu told of the

two colleagues from YCIS Shanghai having the
opportunity to shake hands with President Xi
Jinping during an opening event of the 2nd annual
China International Import Expo last November
and YCIS Beijing staff members having the honor
of attending the banquet at the Great Hall of the
People for the 70th anniversary of the founding
of the People’s Republic of China. These honors
highlighted the level of involvement of the schools

in their own communities.

It was a very meaningful time for staff members
to listen to the leaders and ask candid questions.
Everyone came away inspired and refreshed, and
now waits in anticipation for the next round of
“Lakeside Chat”.

—EMBMERERT DA RRR
The two-day discussion is held by the lakeside in Dongguan




%

var) N

& 8 BUR B 0T P A TR 2B AR P9 3t 33 0 BT BRI B 3

Hong Kong Policy Research Institute conducts a research on the Mainland Exchange Program
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How to Increase the Effectiveness of
Mainland Exchange Program
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The research recommends improvements for the Program




Mainland Exchange Program has been organized
for 10 years by the HKSAR Government, and
there has been a 10-fold increase on the financial
budget from HKD$12 million in the 2008/2009
academic year to HKD$120 million in 2019/2020
academic year. To review the effectiveness of
the Program, the Centre for Education Policy of
Hong Kong Policy Research Institute conducted
a research on two major exchange projects with
the highest number of participants and the largest
funding, namely Mainland Exchange Program for
Junior Secondary and Upper Primary Students
([E ] [ L) and Mainland Exchange Program
for Secondary School Students ( [A] 17 & H ). This
research analyzed the roles and achievements of
the Education Bureau (EDB) in the Program over
the past decade as well as the challenges ahead,

and provided some recommendations accordingly.

The research found that the Program successfully
attracted more than 400,000 participants in the past
10 years, with a growing number of students of
different age groups including primary, secondary
as well as post-secondary school students. As EDB
had taken appropriate measures on the Program
after major political events in Hong Kong, like
the anti-national education demonstration in July
2012 and the Mongkok disturbance in February
2016, the number of participants did not drop
significantly afterwards and even showed a
V-shaped rebound trend reversing the previous
decline pattern. As there are many differences
between Hong Kong and the mainland in various
aspects, the government has skillfully started the
Program with culture and consolidated students'

understanding of Chinese culture.

The research findings indicate that the government
has high expectations for the Program. However,
owing to the various challenges at different stages,
there are questions about the effectiveness of
some parts of the Program. As the implementation
of the Program is closely related to the Central
Government as well as the relevant departments
and institutions in the mainland, the research

found that a policy gap between the Central
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Government and the HKSAR Government affected
the effectiveness of the Program. The themes of
the Program in the last decade have not been
extensively updated and therefore cannot attract

students to join repeatedly.

The tendering policy for the Program is based on
the principle of "lowest bid wins", which indirectly
leads to a decline in the quality of the exchange,
thereby affecting students” learning experience.
Meanwhile, participants including the students
and the teachers have no relevant channels to

reflect their opinions currently.

In regard to the challenges as shown above, the
research gave certain recommendations, some of

which are listed below.

* The HKSAR Government should work
with the Central Government to raise the
requirements for Hong Kong contractors,
tour leaders and tour guides. Moreover, the
Central Government should strengthen the

regulation of tour guides in the mainland.

e The government should provide teachers
with training on relevant themes, such as
tourist guide knowledge, summarization
and explanation skills, so that they can
fully understand the content of the

itinerary and the meaning of the Program.

e Detailed explanation session can
be arranged during the visit, with a

Q&A part to consolidate the Program.

e The government should develop a sound and
regular feedback system to extend exchange
benefits, and it should not be applied only to
the post exchange reviews. There should be

consultation before planning and tendering.
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EREHR (L) BFERARKBLERE Prof. Ben-Sasson I2F

SHEARBREHIBEZRE

Visiting the Albert Einstein Archives at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem

From November 19 to 28, 2019, Professor Paul Yip
Kwok-wah and Dr Betty Chan Po-king, President
and Vice-President respectively of B&P Preparatory
Committee for Higher Education led the committee
members to visit the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem and other institutes in Israel. By learning
thoroughly the ideas and pedagogies of Israel's
education from early childhood to adulthood, the
committee can help enhance the management of
Yew Chung and Yew Wah schools associated with
B&P Group and prepare for the establishment of

Yew Wah College of Tongxiang.

Prof. Paul Yip (left) shakes hands with Prof. Ben-Sasson,
Honorary Principal of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem

We found that “learning through play” and
“project-based learning”, child-centered
approaches long adopted by Yew Chung and Yew
Wah are also popular in Israeli Early Childhood
Education (ECE). Israel stresses the importance of
nurturing a love in science in the youth and the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem plays an active
role, holding as many as 5500 science seminars
in secondary schools every year and setting up a
science research platform for young people to work

with professional teams.

It is planned that Yew Wah College of Tongxiang
will offer programs on ECE, fashion design,
rehabilitation nursing and hotel management.
Therefore in the trip, we visited nearly 10 famous
Israeli institutes offering these programs. We saw
that they place same importance on theory and
practice, integrated development of teaching,
research and production, and cross-subject

innovative programs and research topics.

At the Sports Rehabilitation Center of the Wingate
Institute, we found teachers, students and
researchers serve society with practice of their
profession. The teachers collected clinical cases
for teaching and the students put the theories into
practice. At Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design,
we not only witnessed the sophisticated techniques
and skills in fashion design, but also saw teachers
and students exploring and examining different
materials and techniques in various laboratories,
including introducing 3D printing to fashion
design. This kind of cross-subject innovation can
also be found in the researches of the Wingate
Institute, such as applying the eye movement
control technology in rehabilitation to aviation
safety.

Like these Israeli colleges and institutes, Yew
Wah College of Tongxiang also focuses on
applied science. Through the visits, we learnt the
connection between the programs we offer and the

possibility of cross-subject teaching.

RyEE: FRE (RIEWR) [iIRKA

English translation:
Catherine Mak, MBIWY Editorial Member
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Aaron Shea, Alumnus, Yew Chung International School
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From November 5-10, 2019, the second China
International Import Expo (CIIE) was held in
Shanghai. It's a great honor for me to visit this
amazing exhibition with Yew Chung and Yew
Wah staff! After the visit, I think Yew Chung and
Yew Wah, based in Hong Kong, can consider
joining the next CIIE to further promote not
only the existing international schools, but also
introduce Yew Chung College of Early Childhood
Education (YCCECE) in Hong Kong as well as
other future educational projects, so as to make

further contribution to China’s education.

One hundred and eighty-one countries, regions
and international organizations and more than
3,800 overseas enterprises participated in the
fair; and more than 500,000 domestic and foreign

professional purchasers came to the fair to do

CHEERETZ2REBZE64 M@

As many as 64 countries participate in this year’s CITE
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&k R Klein Vision (IRITRE

A flying car displayed by Slovakian company Klein Vision Ltd.

business. The total exhibition area was 360,000
square meters. With a cumulative turnover of
US $71.13 billion, there was an increase of 23%
compared with the first CIIE.

Among the 64 participating countries in the
National Exhibition Area, more than one-third
made their debut in the event. The countries
covered five continents, including 24 Asian
countries, eight African countries, 17 European
countries, 12 American countries and three
Oceania countries. For Hong Kong, 200 enterprises
participated this year, 40% more than last year.
The exhibition area was 22300 square meters, an

increase of 60% compared to last year.

Some of the outstanding items included a flying
car displayed by Slovakian company Klein Vision
Ltd., the TU Amphibious Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle (UAV) by a joint venture of a Chinese UAV
maker and a Saudi Arabian company and a variety

of high tech medical equipment.

Among the eight exhibition areas, I paid special
attention to the Medical and Healthcare Exhibition
Area. Medicine has always been China's weakness.
While introduction of foreign medical technology
in CIIE means business opportunities to foreign
companies, it also enables Chinese citizens to
gradually enjoy more advanced medical treatment.
For instance, Fujifilm, which used to be well
known with photographic film, surprisingly made
its appearance in the Medical and Healthcare
Exhibition Area. The company showcased their
new Al brand “REiLl” which is a combination of

the most advanced artificial intelligence technology

and the traditional image processing technology of

Fujifilm.

The experience in CIIE prompted me to re-read
one of President Xi Jinping's articles about import
in his book Zhijiang New Language. When he was
working in Zhejiang Province back in 2005, he
wrote of the demand for imports: "Imports play
an irreplaceable role in increasing factor supply,
promoting technological progress and improving

people's lives."

Open co-operation shows China's wisdom. In
his opening speech on November 5, President Xi
specifically introduced the theme of this year’s
CIIE: "New Era, Sharing the Future" to guests
from all over the world. He also recognized many
important strategic deployments of the country in

the past year.

The information of national strategic deployment
is very important for any enterprise that intends
to do business in China, and it provides clear
guidance for Yew Chung and Yew Wah's future
development in China. In the CIIE, I have not found
any booth of educational institutions. Perhaps, in
the education sector Yew Chung and Yew Wah can
be the first to join next year. Education is another
weakness of China, especially in early childhood
education and vocational education. Yew Chung
and Yew Wah can contribute to China in this field.
Hence, CIIE could be a good platform for Yew
Chung and Yew Wah to seek bigger development
opportunity on the mainland and overseas in the

future.

REILIRETRBAEEMAIEERTES

REiLI is an advanced artificial intelligence technology of Fujifilm
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Terry Cheng, Member of Culture Committee, B&P Group
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A picture showing the coastal defence of Hong Kong in Xin’an County Annals
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The Tankas in the early days of Hong Kong
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massive evacuation issued in 1661 is climbed by a tree
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A house in Kam Tin abandoned by the owner due to the order of



People in Guangdong and Fujian have been known
for not speaking properly China’s official language
(like Putonghua nowadays). Criticism of officials
from the two southern provinces for having strong
local accents and not speaking properly the official
language was made by Emperor Yong Zheng of the
Qing dynasty in one of his edicts. Not long after
the reprimand, numerous institutes were set up
in Guangdong and Fujian for studying the official
language, believed to be China’s first campaign to

promote Putonghua.

Yong Zheng's edict was carried in Xin’an County
Annals which covered affairs of an area that is
Shenzhen and Hong Kong today. The annals’
latest version was published in 1819, making it
the most ancient historical record of Hong Kong
before the territory became a British colony in 1842.
The annals provided a lot of material about Hong
Kong, including its geography, distribution of

villages and living conditions.

A revised Xin’an County Annals was printed
in Hong Kong in 2017 which marked the 20th
anniversary of Hong Kong’s return to China and

saw rising advocacy of so-called Hong Kong

nationality amid social disturbances. The annals
serves as a reminder of the fact that Hong Kong
has been part of China historically, ethnically and

culturally.

Though Xin’an County Annals was about a locality,
it nevertheless provided information concerning
regional and even national affairs. Take for
example a sea embargo covering the coast from
Shandong to Guangdong that also hit Hong Kong.
In the early years of the Qing dynasty, Zheng
Chenggong (Konggxia), a general loyal to the Ming
dynasty, took Taiwan from the Dutch as a rear
base to fight the Manchus. For more than 20 years,
the Qing court moved coastal inhabitants inland in
order to prevent them from offering assistance to
Zheng. The annals recorded Guangdong officials’
petitions against the move which affected Hong

Kong's residents and trades adversely.

After Hong Kong came under the British rule,
there is the need for taking different perspectives,
including that by Hong Kong people as the main
players, to depict it. Anyway, a way to know Hong
Kong’s future is to understand its past through

Xin’an County Annals.

1866 F (BRALE) HiXHR2E  AEAXFNXBIHSBHREELLHFGIFEER
Map of Xin'an county in 1866
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Minbaowuyu is an academic and social affairs newsletter of B & P Group, with Professor Paul Yip as its
Chairman and Dr Betty Chan as its Chief Executive Officer. Under the Group, there are a number of non-profit
making education institutions, B & P Foundation, think tanks, and business organizations like hotel and
catering management. This corporate publication has the objectives of enhancing the communication and
identity among staff members and introducing to the general public the Group's services and businesses as
well as the activities sponsored by B & P Foundation and engaged by people sharing the Group's views.
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‘Minbaowuyu’ means “people are my brothers and all things are my kinds". The concept
of “unity of nature and man'’ is the philosophical foundation of Zhang Zai's ecological
ethics. Zhang Zai was a famous philosopher of the Northern Song Dynasty of China.
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